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Vorwort

Der vorliegende Band enthält Beiträge, die wäh-
rend der gleichnamigen Internationalen Tagung in Mi-
kulčice im Mai 2011 vorgetragen wurden. Wie schon die 
voraufgegangenen ITM-Kolloquien so war auch diese 
Tagung einem ausgewählten aktuellen Aspekt der mit-
teleuropäischen Frühgeschichtsforschung gewidmet, 
und zwar dem Thema der Bewaffnung und Reiteraus-
rüstung. Damit wurde ein breites Spektrum von Fra-
gen behandelt, beginnend mit Typologie, Chronologie 
und Technologie einzelner Sorten von Artefakten über 
allgemeine Probleme der frühmittelalterlichen Bewaff-
nung und Reiterausrüstung bis hin zum archäologi-
schen Experiment. Der gegebene Themenkreis wird 
im Buch nicht nur aus Sicht der Archäologie, sondern 
auch der historischen Wissenschaft erörtert, und zwar 
mit einer beträchtlichen Gelehrsamkeit und dem Stre-
ben nach einer komplexen oder analytischen Darstel-
lung. Die vorliegenden 25 auf ganz unterschiedlichen 
Quellenbeständen fußenden, oft innovativen Beiträge 
von Forschern aus Polen, der Slowakei, Tschechien, 
Ungarn, Kroatien, Österreich und Deutschland bieten 
ein kompaktes Bild der Bewaffnung und Reiterausstat-
tung der Westslawen und Teilen der Südslawen, aber 
auch der Awaren und Ungarn vor dem Hintergrund 
der gesellschaftlichen, kulturellen und politischen Ent-
wicklung Ostmittelosteuropas in den letzten drei Jahr-
hunderten des ersten Jahrtausends.

Leider erscheint die Sammelschrift mit beträcht-
licher Verspätung, wofür wir die Autoren und Leser 
gleichermaßen um Entschuldigung bitten. Hauptursa-
che der Verzögerung waren die nach dem tragischen 
Brand der Arbeitsstätte in Mikulčice 2007 zu bewälti-
genden Aufgaben: die Errichtung und Inbetriebnahme 
der neuen archäologischen Basis Mikulčice-Trapíkov 
und die parallel hierzu gebotenen Sicherungsarbeiten 

an dem umfangreichen, durch den Brand beschädigten 
Fundmaterial von der Fundstelle Mikulčice-Valy, das 
nach und nach konservatorisch behandelt und identi-
fiziert werden musste. 

Trotz der Verspätung erlauben wir uns, der wissen-
schaftlichen Fachwelt diesen Konferenzband zu un-
terbreiten, in der Überzeugung, dass alle Beiträge ihre 
Relevanz und Aktualität behalten haben. Mögen sie als 
nützliches Hilfsmittel und Studienmaterial für weitere 
Forschungen auf dem betreffenden Fachgebiet dienen! 
Ergänzt sei, dass die letzten Autorenkorrekturen der 
meisten Beiträge im Jahre 2016 erfolgten und der In-
halt seither nicht mehr aktualisiert wurde.

Es ist uns eine angenehme Pflicht, uns bei allen Au-
toren der in der Sammelschrift präsentierten Beiträge 
sowie bei dem Kollektiv der Mitarbeiter, die sich an der 
Vorbereitung dieses Bandes beteiligten, recht herzlich 
zu bedanken. Für Übersetzungen und sprachliche Kor-
rekturen sind wir Frau Pavla Seitlová und Frau Tereza 
Bartošková und sowie den Herren Torsten Kempke 
und Paul Maddocks verbunden. Für Redaktionsarbei-
ten gebührt unser Dank Herrn Petr Luňák und Frau 
Zdeňka Pavková, die auch den Satz des Buches über-
nahm. 

Das Buch erscheint in einem Jahr, in dem das 
Archäologische Institut der Akademie der Wissen-
schaften der Tschechischen Republik des 100. Grün-
dungstags seines Vorgängers, des Staatlichen Archäo-
logischen Instituts, gedenkt, der ersten professionellen 
archäologisch-wissenschaftlichen Arbeitsstätte in der 
damals eben erst gegründeten Tschechoslowakei. 

Erscheinen konnte die Publikation dank der finan-
ziellen Förderung seitens des Editionsrats der Akade-
mie der Wissenschaften der Tschechischen Republik, 
dem dafür unser Dank gilt.

Lumír Poláček – Pavel Kouřil
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Horse Harness Rattles from the Avar Period

András Csuthy

Horse Harness Rattles from the Avar Period. In this article the author deals with rattles which, based on the 
context, were part of horse harnesses from the time of the Avar Khaganate. However, the rattles could have been 
used for purposes other than the decoration of horse harnesses, and for that reason the analysis of rattles found in 
the Carpathian Basin is not complete. As part of horse harnesses, rattles are only known in 33 horsemen’s graves in 
15 locations. There are cast rattles with an ear, all probably with cut-out patterns, and two-part tin pieces without 
these incisions. On some of the tin pieces there was even some gilding, though decorations were only found on cast 
pieces. Iron pieces are exceptions, in terms of being discovered on a harness. Only one case is known, from horseman’s 
grave 149 in Komárno IX, dated to LPh III, also with a conjunction. The origin of these items has been searched 
for east of the Carpathian Basin and their use continues after the end of Avar power. The first cast pieces appear in 
MPh II and, in the cases so far discovered, survive into LPh III. Tin pieces appear in LPh III and were used at least 
until the fall of the Avars. On flamboyant harnesses, gilded tin rattles appear in great numbers. Based on their dating, 
tin rattles can be considered a result of domestic development.

Keywords: horse harness – rattles – Avar period

This article1 deals with rattles which, according to 
the ascertained find situations, were part of horse har-
nesses from the time of the Avar Khaganate. It was not 
my objective to gather all accessible findings of rattles 
in the Carpathian Basin, because such items could have 
been used for purposes other than the decoration of 
horse harnesses.

Researchers believe that rattles had a decorative or 
apotropaic function. A function of warding off evil can 
be presumed if found at the pelvis in a child’s or female 
grave, where they occurred in abundance, sometimes 
together with bells.2 It has been suggested that they 
could have been used for guarding children, so the 
parents knew where they were (Trugly 2008, 100), 
although this possibility seems unlikely. According to 
Gy. Török (1994, 39), they could have been toys,3 which 

1	 Thanks to Naďa Profantová, Philipp Scheide and Šimon 
Ungerman and others for comments and information.

2	 Recently I became aware of the newest finding of a bell from 
Csilla Balogh in a child grave in Makó-Mikócsa-halom.

3	 They were presumed to have been used as toys in Great 

I also consider unlikely. According to Ľ. Kraskovská, 
rattles with ornamental human faces could have been 
worn around the neck as amulets, but J. Szentpéteri pre-
sumes these types were also used on horse harnesses. 
They functioned as decoration in horsemen’s graves,4 
where they occur on the bridle, mostly slit, with holes 
and rings.

As part of the harness, rattles are only known to me 
from 33 horsemen’s graves in 15 locations (Fig. 1). As 
far as I am aware, the quantity of them in one horse-
man’s grave ranges between 1 and 4 pieces,5 although in 
unique cases there can be even 12 (Pitvaros-Víztározó, 
grave 51), or 14 pieces (Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I, 

Moravian child graves too (Hrubý 1955, 95).
4	 Based on ancient time analogies the apotropaic function 

of horse harness rattles can also be assumed. The way the 
material (e.g. bronze, iron) can imitate other sounds, and 
its magical power, have also been used as an argument 
(Ungerman 2007, 231).

5	 In 18 cases 1 piece, in nine cases 2 pieces, in two cases 4 pieces 
and in one case 12 and 14 pieces were found, and two cases 
were not suitable for evaluation.
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grave X). They vary in size between 2.2 and 4.8 cm, but 
the size does not seem to correlate with which typologi
cal group they belong to, and whether the ear has been 
preserved or not.6

Their origin has been looked for east of the Car-
pathian Basin. They appear in the Newolino cemetery 
(grave 81, River Kama region), Fativiž, Galiat, Glodos, 
Veselovsk, Voznesensk, Kiev, Verchne-Saltovo, Vor-
objevo, in the Gaponovskij treasure and elsewhere.7 
According to L. Kovács (1988, 150) they spill over to 
the surrounding land from the steppe region; in these 
surrounding territories they generally crop up in the 
7th and 8th centuries, and survive into later periods 
(Kirpičnikov 1973, Tab. X and XI also with grooved 
underpart). According to N. Fettich, they are also 
widespread in Korea and Japan as children’s toys and 
decorations for harnesses and weapon belts (Marosi/
Fettich 1936, 48; Juhász 1995, 57); they also occur in 
the Baltic region from the 11th century onwards.

J. Szentpéteri writes that almost throughout the 
whole late period of the Avar Khaganate, these rattles 
appear in the graves of horsemen of higher standing 
(Szentpéteri 1993, 52). The use of rattles lives on 
after the end of Avar power.8 On the basis of her earlier 

6	 Kraskovská 1972, 70–71; Szentpéteri 1993, 52; Vajdíková 
2004, 54; Zábojník 2009, 56.

7	 Newolino cemetery, grave 81, River Kama region (Erdélyi/
Ojtozi/Gening 1969, Taf.  VI:8); Fativiž, Galiat, Glodos, 
Veselovskij, Voznesensk (Erdélyi 1982, 56, Tab. 13, 20, 33, 83, 
90); Kiev, Verkhne-Saltovo (Fettich 1929, 74, 98, Tab. XIV:5, 
18); Vorobjevo (Fettich 1935, Tab. XVI:5, 18, Tab. XVIII:8, 
Tab. XL:9); Gaponovskij treasure (Gavrituchin/Oblomskij 
1996, 208, Ris. 33).

8	 Eisner 1952, 280 Note 10; Csallány 1933/34, 241, Taf. LXIX 

research L.  Bende categorised them as pressed two-
‑part bronze rattles, one side of which was of gilded, 
two-part rattles with ear and cast rattles (Bende 1998, 
202–203). The author considered them to be part of 
a bridle decoration set and analysed them thus. Based 
on the sample analysed she concluded that “complete 
sets” were found only in three cases and that it cannot be 
claimed that “a complete set” must have had only such 
form. According to her analysis, the paned forehead 
ornaments appeared first; their number then rose and 
they were combined with a caparison. Later, pressed 
rattles appeared, but eventually disappeared again.

In grave 51 in Pitvaros-Víztározó mountings were 
found in situ, and were attached to a caparison and 
paned tin mountings, though this kind of reconstruc-
tion can only be presumed in cases where a large num-
ber of rattles were found. Unfortunately in grave X in 
Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I area, where the greatest 
number of rattles were found (as many as 14 pieces) 
the findings were mingled. Despite this fact, I assume 
the bridles were similar to those from grave 51 in Pit-
varos-Víztározó and classify the rattles as paned fore-
head ornaments. Based on the number of rivets (3 in 
small, 4 in large ornaments) one rattle is redundant, 
so it could have been attached to the caparison. This 
idea was behind the preliminary reconstruction of the 
context (Fig. 2).

K. Vajdíková (2004, 54–55, 72) divides the rattles 
into tin, cast and iron categories. Based on the findings 

43, 48 Szentes-Szentlászló; Hampel 1905 II, 549–550 
Mándok Hungarian horseman; Belošević 2008, 408, 415, 
Taf. 2:28–29 Ždrijac, grave 322 triple grave with Carolingian 
horseman equipment.

Fig.  1. Findings of rattles 
from the Carpathian Basin: 
1 – Bačka Palanka-ciglana 
Šrop, 2 – Bratislava-Devín-
ska Nová Ves I, 3 – Brati-
slava-Záhorská  Bystrica, 
4 – Dunaújváros‑Öreghegy, 
5 – Kaposvár‑Toponár, 40-
es őrház, 6 – Kechnec, 7  – 
Komárno  IV, 8 – Komár-
no VIII, 9  – Komárno  IX, 
10 – Košice‑Šebastovce  I, 
11 – Lukácsháza‑Hegyalja 
dűlő, 12 – Pitvaros-Víztá-
rozó, 13  – Radvaň nad Du-
najom-Žitava  I, 14 – Szom-
bathely-Kőszegi út környéke, 
15 – Valaliky-Všechsvätých.
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in horsemen’s graves from the northern periphery of 
the Avar Khaganate, she found that most of the pieces 
were made of tin. From observation of find situations 
we can note that rattles were in the following locations 
on the bridle: on the forehead strap (Bende 1998, 224, 
Fig. 14), behind the ear (Budinský-Krička 1956, 32, 
59; Vajdíková 2004, 72); some of them even strayed 
to the front limbs (Eisner 1952, 280). In the well-doc-
umented cases placement on the bridle does in fact 
predominate, but in some cases other parts of the body 
play host.

Most rattles are without decoration, but cast bronze 
samples appear with ribbing, knurling, an engraved 
collar or decoration in the form of a human face as 
well (Trugly 1993, 224). Samples with a human visage 
appear only on cast pieces from LPh I and II based on 
Zábojník’s relative-chronological system (see Zábojník 
1991, 1995). In terms of their function, it has not been 
cleared up whether these were amulets or served as 
apotropaic objects. If this were the case the question 
is why they were part of the harness and not the burial 
wear as in other cases, mostly in children’s graves. It is 
probable that they had a different meaning from other 
rattles without this kind of decoration.

According to U. Kőhalmi (1972, 118, 213 Note 69), 
rattles with stylised human faces or bird wings originate 
from Sassanid art. Most recently, illustrations of human 
faces on pendants found in Bohušovice nad Ohří, Nová 
Ves and Pchery (Profantová/Rypka 2010) have been 
mentioned by N. Profantová and L. Rypka.9 Those were 
compared to findings from the Merovingian area,10 but 
when compared with the known forehead ornaments 
from Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I area, grave X and 
rattles from the Avar Khaganate period, their dating 
was presumed to be the first half of the 8th century. 
Based on the writer’s information and newer findings, 
these hangings originate from the High Middle Ages, so 
they are not analogies of the findings with human faces 
from the Early Middle Ages. Even earlier rattles with 
human faces were compared to forehead ornaments 
from grave X (Vajdíková 2004, 25, 50, 59 Žitavská Tôň 
type), which had originally been compared to findings 
from the Great Moravian period, in particular to the 
mountings from Blatnica (Budinský-Krička 1956, 
58). However, it must be emphasised that human faces 
appear across a much wider time horizon and much 
greater area definitively to clarify the origin or meaning 
of these motifs, and the different qualitative categories 
of particular parallels must be taken into consideration 
as well (Profantová 2011, 92).

9	 Not all of them had preserved stylised head images.
10	 Eight pendants from Nocera Umbra I do not put in this 

category.

Rattles with human faces are only known to me 
from 3 horsemen’s graves, and one with decoration (?) 
resembling eyes (Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I area, 
grave 147). Other pieces are known too, but they were 
not found as part of a horse harness,11 or were only 
stray finds.12 On their lower part knurling appears. Such 
knurling, sometimes even wider, also occurs separately; 
the question arises whether it is related to the technol-
ogy of making rattles (how they might be locked), or, 
as U. Kőhalmi explains, whether it is simply a stylised 
pair of bird wings.

Other accompanying mountings on horse harnesses 

11	 Jánoshida, grave 107 (Erdélyi 1958, 21–22, 51, 74 Note 7, 
Tab. XXIII:1), Keszthely (Lipp 1884, 39 No. 326; Hampel 
1905 I, 399–400, Fig. 1088), Komárno IV, grave 11 (Čilinská 
1982, 349-351, 375, Tab. IV:39), Szebény I, grave 228 (Kovrig 
1975, 68, Fig. 17: the face cannot be seen, 86).

12	 Szentes (Meier-Arendt 1985, 60, Fig. 55; Kürti/​Lőrinczy 
1991, Fig. 1).

Fig. 2. Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I, grave X – preliminary 
reconstruction of bridle.
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where rattles also occurred were mainly phaleras 
(17 cases), caparisons (13 of 20 pieces), rosettes 
(12 cases), mountings with ears (9 cases), spangles, 
forehead ornaments, conical mountings, rectangular 
mountings (5-5 cases) and others. It is interesting 
that both known graves with two-shoulder mount-
ings with shield-like endings in the Carpathian Basin 
(Kaposvár-Toponár, grave  Sz-39 and Komárno IX, 
grave 121) contained rattles too. They also occurred 
together with a mounting in the shape of a griffin’s head 
(Komárno IX, grave 36). Among horsemen’s accesso-
ries, there is some significance in the predominance 

of belt set mountings (24 cases, almost three quarters 
of the total), weapons -mainly arrowheads and a bow 
(16 cases), thrusting weapons (13  cases: lance, pike, 
spear and dagger), cutting and slashing weapons 
(10 cases: sword, sax, sabre and others), and some 
hacking and striking weapons (4 cases: axe, battle-axe, 
axe-hammer and another). Sporadically earrings and 
rings were found (2-2 cases) and in one case even 
a fragment of armour. However, the occurrence of iron 
pieces is noteworthy: these do not always survive, and 
so could (if we take into consideration L. Bende’s idea 
of the ‘whole set’) distort the results.

Fig. 3. Images of rattles from horse harnesses from the time of the Avar Khaganate in the Carpathian Basin: 1 – Bratislava-Devíns-
ka Nová Ves I, grave 401; 2 – grave 412; 3 and 4 – grave 79; 5 – Dunaújváros-Öreghegy, grave 10; 6 – Bačka Palanka-ciglana Šrop,  
7 – Bratislava-Devínska Nová Ves I, grave 147; 8 – grave 804, 9 – grave 842; 10 – Bratislava-Záhorská Bystrica, grave 83; 11 – Szom-
bathely-Kőszegi út környéke, 12 – Valaliky-Všechsvätých, grave 42; 13 – Bratislava-Devínska Nová Ves I, grave 796; 14 – Komárno IX, 
grave 149; 15 – Radvaň nad Dunajom-Žitava I, grave 1; 16 – Košice-Šebastovce I, grave 161; 17 – Komárno IX, grave 107; 18 – Bra-
tislava-Devínska Nová Ves I, grave 147; 19 – Lukácsháza-Hegyalja dűlő, grave 8; 20 – Komárno IX, grave 71, 21 – grave 101; 22 – 
grave 153; 23 – Radvaň nad Dunajom-Žitava I, grave X; 24 – grave XXXI; 25 – Komárno IV, grave 25; 26 – Komárno VIII, grave 24; 
27 – Komárno IX, grave 36; 28 – grave 79; 29 – grave 121; 30 – Pitvaros-Víztározó, grave 51; 31 – Kaposvár-Toponár, 40-es őrház 
grave B-57; 32 – Kechnec, grave 20.
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Rattles as parts of horse harnesses are known to me 
only from 33 horsemen’s graves in 15 locations, with 
a higher concentration in Slovakian cemeteries. This 
concentration is also probably related to the fact that 
they appear on harnesses in MPh. There are cast rattles 
with an ear, all probably with cut-out patterns, and two-
‑part tin pieces without these incisions. On some of the 
tin pieces even gilding was found, though decorations 
were only found on cast pieces. Iron pieces are absolute 
exceptions (?), in terms of their having been found on 
harnesses.13

13	 From other graves known to me: Komárno  IX, grave  91 

Only one case is known from horseman’s grave 149 
in Komárno IX, dated to LPh III; this piece is joined 
together (Fig. 3).The first cast pieces appear in MPh II 
and, in the cases we know of, survive into phase LPh III. 
Tin pieces appeared in LPh III and were used till the 
end of Avar power (Tab. 1). On flamboyant harnesses 

(2 pieces) and grave 110 (Trugly 2008, 100, 193, 209), maybe 
Jánoshida, grave 230 (Erdélyi 1958, 39, 53: the author writes 
about other iron rattles as well, Tab. XXXIX:9).

Tab. 1. Findings of rattles from the Carpathian Basin, placement: 1 – bridle, 2 – front limbs, 3 – back limbs.

No Find place grave dating num. type note conjunc-
tion

decor. size  
(mm)

place- 
ment

1 Bačka Palanka-ciglana Šrop - Lph1/2 1 cast – • ribbing 10 (?) –

2 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 79 MPh2 2 cast – – • rib, – 37, 48 2

3 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 147 LPh2 2 cast – •• eyes, – 30, 32 –

4 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 401 LPh1 1 cast – • knurling 32 –

5 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 412 LPh1/2 1 cast – • – 30 2

6 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 796/765 – 1 cast – • ? 27 –

7 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 804 LPh2/3 1 cast – • – 39 –

8 Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I 842 LPh3 2 cast – • – 22, 23 –

9 Bratislava, Záhorská Bystrica 83 LPh3 1 cast – • – 35 –

10 Dunaújváros-Öreghegy 10 MPh2 1 cast – ? – – 1

11 Kaposvár-Toponár, 40-es őrház B-57 LPh 4 tin – - – ? ?

12 Kaposvár-Toponár, 40-es őrház Sz-39 LPh3/4 (?) 2 ? • ? ? ? ?

13 Kaposvár-Toponár, 40-es őrház Sz-52 LPh 1 ? • ? ? ? ?

14 Kechnec 20 LPh4 1 ? – ? – ? 1 (?)

15 Komárno IV 25 LPh4 1 tin • - – 25 –

16 Komárno VIII 24 LPh4 1 tin – - – – 2

17 Komárno IX 36 LPh4 2 tin – ? – – 1 (?)

18 Komárno IX 71 LPh3 1 tin – - – 25 1

19 Komárno IX 79 LPh4 2 tin – - – 29, 29 1

20 Komárno IX 101 LPh3 1 tin – ? – – 1

21 Komárno IX 107 LPh1 4 cast – • face – 1–2

22 Komárno IX 121 LPh4 2 tin – - – – 1

23 Komárno IX 149 LPh3 2 iron – • – 30, 28 1

24 Komárno IX 153 LPh3 1 tin • - – 31 3

25 Košice, Šebastovce I 161 LPh2 1 cast – • face 34 1

26 Lukácsháza-Hegyalja dűlő 8 LPh2 (?) 2 tin • - – 27, 27 1

27 Pitvaros-Víztározó 51 LPh4 12 tin • - – 29–29 1

28 Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I X LPh3 14 tin • - – 26 –

29 Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I XXXI LPh3 3/4 tin • - – 33 1–2

30 Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I 1 LPh1 1 cast – • face (?) 32 1

31 Szombathely-Kőszegi út környéke (?) LPh3/4 (?) 1 cast – • collar 31 –

32 Valaliky, Všechsvätých 42 LPh3 1 cast – • – – 1

33 Valaliky, Všechsvätých 98/84 LPh2 ? ? • ? ? ? ?
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gilded tin rattles appear in great numbers. Based on their dating, tin rattles can be considered a result of domestic 
development.

Catalogue

No Find place Context Dating (reference) Literature, not all included

1 I. Bačka Palanka-ciglana Šrop 
(Schropp)

unknown 
context

LPh I/II (Kiss 1991, SPA I 
710–740)

Hampel 1905 I, 399–400 Fig. 1093; 1905b, 334; 
1905c, Taf. 256:B.4; Garam 1981, 44, 48 Fig. 12 
with another rattle; Kiss 1991 

2 II. Bratislava, Devínska Nová Ves I grave 79 MPh II (Zábojník 1995, 289)

3 grave 147 LPh II (Zábojník 1995, 289)

4 grave 401 LPh I (Zábojník 1995, 290)

5 grave 412 LPh I/II (Zábojník 1995, 290)

6 grave 796/765

7 grave 804 LPh II/III (Zábojník 1995, 292)

8 grave 842 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 293) Eisner 1952

9 III. Bratislava, Záhorská Bystrica grave 83 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 283) Kraskovská 1972

10 IV. Dunaújváros-Öreghegy grave 10 MPh II (Garam 1993, 64) Marosi/Fettich 1936

11 V. Kaposvár-Toponár, 40-es őrház grave B-57 LPh III/IV (Bárdos 1978, 42–43)

12 grave Sz-39 LPh III/IV (?)

13 grave Sz-52 LPh Bárdos 1978; Garam 1981, 36, 42; Szentpéteri 
1993, 54, 69, 76; Bende 1998, 201, 205

14 VI. Kechnec grave 20 LPh IV (Zábojník 1995, 298) Pástor 1971; Garam 1981, 39, 47; Kiss 1991

15 VII. Komárno IV (Váradyho ul.) grave 25 LPh IV (Zábojník 1995, 300) Čilinská 1982

16 VIII. Komárno VIII (Hadovská cesta) grave 24 LPh IV (Zábojník 1995, 300) Čilinská 1982

17 IX. Komárno IX (Lodenica) grave 36 LPh IV (Zábojník 1995, 301)

18 grave 71 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 301)

19 grave 79 LPh IV (Zábojník 1995, 301)

20 grave 101 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 301)

21 grave 107 LPh I (Zábojník 1995, 302)

22 grave 121 LPh IV (Zábojník 1995, 302)

23 grave 149 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 302)

24 grave 153 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 303) Trugly 2008

25 X. Košice, Šebastovce I grave 161 LPh II (Zábojník 1995, 304) Budinský-Krička/Točík 1991

26 XI. Lukácsháza-Hegyalja dűlő grave 8 LPh II/III (Kiss 1996, 112 SPA I-II 
730–740 + 750–760)

Kiss 1996

27 XII. Pitvaros-Víztározó grave 51 LPh IV (Bende 1998, 204) Bende 1998

28 XIII. Radvaň nad Dunajom, Žitava I grave X LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 315)

29 grave XXXI LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 315)

30 grave 1 LPh I (Zábojník 1995, 315) Budinský-Krička 1956; Čilinská 1963

31 XIV. Szombathely-Kőszegi út 
környéke

(?) LPh III/IV (Kiss 1991, 439, 441) Garam 1981, 44; Kiss 1991, 432

32 XV. Valaliky, Všechsvätých grave 42 LPh III (Zábojník 1995, 321)

33 grave 98/84 LPh II (Zábojník 1995, 322) Béreš 1993, 270–273; Bende 1998, 200–201, 207

Souhrn

Rolničky na koňské postroje z avarského období. 
Příspěvek je věnován rolničkám, které byly podle zjiště-
ných nálezových okolností součástí koňského postroje 

z období avarského kaganátu. Rolničky však mohly 
sloužit i na jiné účely než jako ozdoby koňské postroje, 
proto analýza rolniček z Karpatské kotliny není úplná. 
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V dětských a ženských hrobech se uvažuje nejvíce 
o  jejich apotropaické funkci. Je mi známo 33  hrobů 
jezdců z 15 lokalit, kde se našly rolničky jako součást 
postroje. Jejich počet v jednom nálezovém celku kolísá 
mezi jedním až čtyřmi kusy, v jedinečných případech se 
jich však vyskytne až 12 (Pitvaros-Víztározó, hrob 51) 
nebo dokonce 14 exemplářů (Radvaň nad Dunajom, 
část Žitava I, hrob X) najednou v jednom jezdeckém 
hrobě. Určení jejich umístnění na řemenech však bez 
přesných nálezových okolností není jednoznačné. Rol-
ničky mohou být lité s ouškem, pravděpodobně všechny 
se štěrbinou, nebo plechové dvojdílné bez štěrbiny. Na 
některých plechových kusech bylo zaznamenáno i po-
zlacení, avšak výzdoba se objevila zatím jen na litých 
exemplářích. Lité exempláře s vyobrazením lidských 
obličejů jsou mně známé ze třech jezdeckých hrobů, da-
tovaných do NS I a II podle relativně-chronologického 

systému J. Zábojníka, avšak objevují se též v dalších 
hrobech. Význam a původ tohoto motivu na rolničkách 
zatím není jasný. Železné kusy jsou výjimkou, co se týče 
jejich výskytu na koňském postroji. Známé jsou jen 
z jednoho jezdeckého hrobu v Komárně IX (hrob 149 
datovaný do NS III), také se štěrbinou. Jejich původ se 
hledá na východ od Karpatské kotliny a jejich používání 
přežívá i po úpadku avarské moci. Nejprve se objevují 
lité exempláře v SS II, ve známých případech přežívají 
do fáze NS III. Plechové rolničky se objevily až v NS III 
a používaly se minimálně až do pádu avarské nadvlády. 
Na velmi honosných postrojích se objevují plechové 
pozlacené rolničky ve velkém počtu. Podle jejich da-
tování bychom mohli plechové rolničky považovat za 
výsledek domácího vývoje. Na základě doprovodných 
nálezů se dá uvažovat o rolničkách i jako součásti sou-
pravy honosného koňského postroje.
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